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Front Cover: American band, The Ari Roland Jazz Quartet,
performing live with Pakistani classical musicians at PNCA,
Islamabad
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Editor’s Gorner

Dear Readers:

What do the sweet taste of mangoes, the smooth sound of jazz,
and the energy of young students have in common? These are a few
of the riches our two nations have recently shared with each other.

When many people hear the word “Ambassador,” they think of
the President’s official representative in a foreign country. However,
the truth is that each country has many ambassadors — the people,
music, arts, and even food it shares with other nations. Each one
represents a unique aspect of that country’s culture and heritage, and
these are the treasures that should be shared around the world.

As you will read in the following pages, these past few months
have seen the debut of Pakistani mangoes in American markets. The
U.S. Agency for International Development (USAID) worked together
with Pakistani farmers to bring this wonderful fruit to American (and
European) markets, where it has had a very warm reception. Thanks
to this “culinary diplomacy,” these Pakistani farmers and their families
have benefited economically, and American gourmets have a new
delicacy in their fruit bowls.

Cultural diplomacy has also flourished between our nations this
Fall. From U.S. jazz master Ari Roland’s concerts in Karachi and Lahore
to a traditional Qawwali group touring the U.S., our unique styles of
music have made each other smile, hum, and even dance along to the
tunes.

Finally, we have exchanged our most valuable treasure, and our
most effective ambassadors: our people. Be sure to read the story of
young Irfan Tahir, who traveled to the United States to study for one
year of high school and ended up inviting his American “host mother”
to visit his family in Pakistan. The ties these exchanges build between
people, and the effect of learning about each other’s cultures in
person, cannot be overestimated.

Particularly now, as our countries work to reinvigorate our
relations after a difficult year, these ties are all the more important.
They remind us of the enduring values and traditions we share —
whether they be a love of the arts, an esteem for education, or an
appreciation for good food. Both of our countries are richer when we
share these treasures with one another. | hope you’ll enjoy reading
this edition of the magazine, and | look forward to hearing your
thoughts.

Mark E. Stroh

Managing Editor and Press Attaché

U.S. Embassy Islamabad

Email: infoisb@state.gov

Website: http://islamabad.usembassy.gov
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" A True Two-Way Exchange:
YES Host Mother Visits Pakistan

By Jamie Martin

Recognizing the importance of increased understanding
and better relations with the people of Pakistan, the U.S.
Embassy has prioritized people-to-people connections
between the citizens of the Pakistan and the United States.
Through its exchange programs, the Embassy sends nearly
2,000 Pakistanis to the United States each year for educational,
leadership, and professional development exchanges. In
August of this year, there was an interesting twist on the Youth
Exchange and Study (YES) model when host mother Christine
Schilling came from the United States to Rawalpindi to meet
and stay with her host son Irfan Tahir and his family.
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Irfan says: ”Crazy day for us as this was the day my Omani brot @W%—WG@ when my Mom told h

With the familyzofiirfansTnmiothegoriThanksgiving in Cloz?t']et{ Minnesota ‘
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From 2009-2010, Irfan Tahir lived with Christine Schilling
and her family in Cloquet, Minnesota and studied at the local
high school through the Kennedy-Lugar Youth Exchange and
Study (YES) Program. Through the YES program, the U.S.
Department of State provides scholarships for secondary
education students (aged 15-17 years) to spend one academic
year in the United States. Students live with local families,
attend high school, and engage in activities to learn about
American society and values. The students acquire leadership
skills, strengthen their English language skills, and help to
educate Americans about Pakistan and Pakistani culture. Each
year, over one hundred Pakistani students participate in this
program.

“It was one of the best experiences in my life. My host
mother treated me just like her own kids and did every possible
thing to make me feel comfortable,” according to Irfan, “I told
people about our culture, heritage, traditions, lifestyle and
many more. | used to wear ‘shalwar gameez’ in my university
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Irfan withthis'host:mother, Christine Schilling and his biological mother at

3 7,

FM-94 radio’show,inllslamabad

campus on every Friday and people used to admire my dress,
which made me feel proud.”

Tahir said that his perception about the United States had
changed after the program. Before living in the United States,
Tahir said that he believed that all Americans were against
Pakistan, as well as Islam. “Now | know them as committed and
dedicated persons,” he said. He added that the best thing he
learnt from the United States was the importance of
community service and volunteerism.

For her part Christine Schilling said that Irfan was like her
own son who taught her about Islam and Pakistan. “I have
never been to this part of the world. Had | not been so
impressed by this country and its people, | would not have
come here,” she said. Irfan was Christine’s first Pakistani guest
student, and she said that the bond between them grew so
strong that she had to visit him in Pakistan. “It’s been great in
Pakistan. Reading and listening is altogether different from
having first-hand experience,” she observed.

Irfan’s real mother Robina Tahir admitted to being “really
afraid as my son never stayed away from home even for two
days. Knowing about his host mother was a great relief. My son
told me that she takes as good care of him, as | used to take.”

Following his positive experience in the YES program, Irfan
Tahir is applying for a U.S. Fulbright scholarship. He remains
determined to serve Pakistan after completing his studies.
“This country has given me so much. The only way through
which | could return something to it is that | should contribute
positively towards its progress,” he said.

Jamie Martin is an Assistant Cultural Affairs Officer at U.S. Embassy Islamabad.
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Glinton:
U.S. Gommitted To Helping
Pakistan Boost Development

By Merle Kellerhals Jr.

Washington - Secretary of State Hillary Rodham Clinton said during a
two-day visit in Islamabad that the United States is committed to helping
Pakistan meet the economic and social development needs of the Pakistani
people and to achieving mutual security goals.

“We are not doing this out of some definition of charity, and we are not
trying to purchase friendship,” Clinton said during a meeting with Pakistani
civil society and an interview with Moeed Pirzada of Pakistan Television
October 21 at Islamabad’s Serena Hotel. “We actually believe that a
prosperous, peaceful Pakistan is more likely to be a stable, secure Pakistan,
and we think that is good for everyone, first and foremost Pakistanis, the
region and the world, including Americans.”

Clinton, in her fourth visit to Pakistan as secretary of state, met October
21 with Pakistani President Asif Ali Zardari and Foreign Minister Hina Rabbani
Khar following a longer meeting on October 20 with Prime Minister Yousaf
Raza Gilani and senior Pakistani military and intelligence officials for
high-level consultations. Joining Clinton were CIA Director David Petraeus and
General Martin Dempsey, the chairman of the U.S. Joint Chiefs of Staff.
Clinton’s visit to Pakistan is part of an extended visit to the region that has
included stops in Malta, Libya, Oman and Afghanistan. Clinton visited
Dushanbe, Tajikistan’s capital, October 22 for talks before traveling to
Uzbekistan on October 23.

“We share a vision of a sovereign, self-sufficient and democratic
Pakistan; a Pakistan at peace and trading with its neighbors and full of
opportunities for both men and women,” Clinton said during her interview
with Pirzada. In the last year, the United States has provided $2 billion in
civilian assistance to Pakistan.

The next element in the U.S.-Pakistan relationship is to move from aid to
trade, Clinton said. The Obama administration is working with Congress to
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create an enterprise fund designed to jump-start Pakistani businesses and a
two-way investment treaty designed to attract trade, investment and create
jobs, Clinton added.

U.S. assistance programs in Pakistan have been focused on developing a
more reliable electric grid, building crucial roads, irrigating hundreds of
thousands of hectares of farmland and funding educational scholarships.
“And when the flood waters rose, America rushed in to save lives, help
communities recover, at the cost of about $900 million,” the secretary said.

Clinton acknowledged that it is the Pakistani people who hold the key to
their nation’s prosperity. Clinton said that Pakistan’s economic and political
success also depends on closer links with its neighbors. “We believe that, over
time, Pakistan could and should become a hub that connects South and
Central Asia on what we are calling a New Silk Road that binds together a
region held back by rivalry and war,” she said.

And Clinton said Pakistan has the opportunity “to show regional
leadership by helping to end the insurgency on both sides of the border, and
help bring about peace and reconciliation.”

Merle Kellerhals Jr is a staff writer with the State Department's Bureau of
International Information Programs.
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By Jamie Martin

On July 12, Ambassador Cameron Munter kicked off the U.S.
Mission’s American Festival of Arts Program by opening the
collaborative American and Pakistani production of Neil Simon's “The
Odd Couple” at the Pakistan National Council for Arts (PNCA) in
Islamabad. For the first time in years, Americans and Pakistanis have
the opportunity to experience each other’s cultural heritage and rich
traditions of the arts, as the U.S. Mission in Pakistan supports
exchanges which bring American artists to Pakistan and provides
Pakistani artists the opportunity to tour the United States. Although
the production of “The Odd Couple” completed its run in Islamabad
from July 12-17, the American Festival of Arts will continue through to
the summer of 2012.
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“The Odd Couple”

"In some ways, the relationship between the U.S. and Pakistan
does bear resemblance to the relationship between Oscar and Felix,
the play's two protagonists. We sometimes see the world in different
ways," Ambassador Munter said. "But as Oscar and Felix discover, and
as | believe is true for our bilateral relationship, that even while we at
times pass through rough patches, we can find a way to live together,
to support each other, and to prosper."

In “The Odd Couple,” two very good friends with very different
personalities, Oscar and Felix, decide to share a New York apartment.
This situation makes for an enduring and endearing comedy, and a
classic work of the American stage. The play was also made into a
Hollywood film and long-running U.S. TV series. The play was directed
by renowned stage director and U.S. Cultural Envoy Allen Nause, who
was in Pakistan at the invitation of the U.S. Embassy. In addition to
directing this play, he conducted a series of workshops for young
artists in Islamabad, Karachi, and Lahore. In the United States, Mr.
Nause is Artistic Director of the Artists Repertory Theatre in Portland,
Oregon. In Islamabad, he partnered with the arts and entertainment
company "Lush," and the PNCA to stage the play.

“What a joy to work on Neil Simon’s masterpiece The Odd Couple
in Islamabad with this energetic company!” Nause professed about
his experience directing the Pakistani acting troupe in Islamabad.
Regarding the theme of the play he continued, “Simon’s exploration
of two friends who discover that living together, occupying the same
space in close proximity, creating challenges they never imagined...
they must find ways to work things through while not compromising
their individuality and integrity. As we are all trying to share this
shrinking planet, Oscar and Felix’s dilemma certainly has
contemporary resonance.”

The play starred Atif Siddique, as Oscar Madison, and Faisal
Imtiaz, as Felix Ungar. Usama Qazi produced the play, which also
starred Pakistani actors Owais Zahid, Omar Rahman, Shayan Shah
Gillani, Syed Mohammad Bukhari, Iram Rehman, and Iram Ali.
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American Festival of the Arts

Already under way, the American Festival of the Arts will conclude
in the summer of 2012 with an artist-in-residence in Karachi. During the
Festival, American performing arts groups invited to Pakistan will have
an opportunity to collaborate with Pakistani artists, give master classes
at universities, and perform for audiences in Karachi, Lahore,
Islamabad, as well as some of the major cities of the Punjab.

The Festival has included such events as Ari Roland Jazz Quartet’s
visit in September and the Country Music Band Mary McBride’s
October concert series, as well as a November concert series with Hip
Hop Band Asad Jafri in Islamabad, Lahore and Karachi. A series of
American documentary films were screened in all three cities in

G RSO STIIS e Sz 5

December. The U.S. Embassy hopes that the festival will give Pakistanis
increased exposure to the different sides of U.S. culture.

Cour}ls_élér for. Public Aﬁ‘z}?s, Mitchell

In November, a group of Qawwali musicians toured the United
States. The U.S. Embassy is also sending some of Pakistan’s
contemporary performing arts groups - Noori, Zeb and Haniya, Arieb
Azhar and Saad Haroon - to tour communities in the United States on a
program called Center Stage. These artists will perform, give classes,
and most importantly, interact with Americans to give people in our
country a broader image of Pakistan today. The series of
Embassy-sponsored cultural programs demonstrates America's
long-term commitment to engagement and creative collaboration
between Pakistanis and Americans.

Jamie Martin is an Assistant Cultural Affairs Officer at U.S. Embassy Islamabad.
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Alam with some participants in a hija
-

Pakistani-American Teenager
Inspires Others to Make a Difference

By Jane Morse

“To be young, to be a kid, is never, ever an excuse to say that |
can’t do something big, | can’t do something good for this world,”
says Mansoor Alam, who is nearly 18 and recently finished secondary
school in Connecticut.

Two years ago, he started a group called Enough, which stands
for Education, Necessity, Opportunity, Understanding, Giving,
Helping. (See www.theenoughfoundation.org.) The group’s original
goal was modest: to improve relations between minority and
nonminority students at his school.

Growing up as a Muslim in a community with few minorities was
“a little bit rough,” said Alam, whose father was born in Pakistan and
whose mother is of Irish descent. When he was younger, attending
middle school, he said he sometimes suffered from taunts from
classmates. He thought that some African-American students at his
school seemed to suffer from a feeling of being “outsiders” as well.

“I thought there really was a need to bring students together and
do something positive,” Alam said. So he launched a series of
after-school lectures that encouraged students to ask questions
about religion, race and ethnicity that they would be too afraid to ask
in class. The project, he said, sparked curiosity among his peers.

After about a year, Enough began to focus on humanitarian work
for countries struggling economically or battered by natural disasters.
To get started, a student designed an Enough logo to be printed on
shirts donated by a sympathetic businessman for the group to sell.
The students put together events that were fun and profitable and
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raised thousands of dollars for the victims of the January 2010
earthquake in Haiti and the 2010 floods in Pakistan.

Today, Enough has more than 1,000 members in secondary
schools in Connecticut, New Jersey, Massachusetts and New York.
The group has been recognized for its work by authorities at local,
state and national levels and hopes to soon get its tax-exempt status
as a nonprofit charitable organization.

The students who volunteer to work with Enough, Alam said,
“are not there for their résumés - they’re really passionate... They
really want to make a true difference.” And in the process, he said,
they’re gaining critical leadership skills.

Project Pakistan

Most recently, Enough has started to focus on helping
underprivileged children in Pakistan get an education.

Why Pakistan?

Enough includes a number of students of Pakistani ethnicity, so
they have some knowledge of the problems the country is facing, he
said. According to Alam, there is a humanitarian crisis in Pakistan, and
his group wants to help. “We really want to get past the politics,” he
said.

Enough is launching “Project Pakistan” to build a school in
Pakistan that will connect its student body to American students via
technology. Enough already has a small plot of land in a town north of
Islamabad on which to build, a donation of the father of one of the
students. The group hopes to have Ibtida, a nonprofit organization in
Pakistan devoted to providing quality education to poor rural
children, run the school. Enough also hopes to enlist the help of
Possibilities Pakistan, a nonprofit organization dedicated to getting
Pakistani students into universities.

“Project Pakistan” is a big undertaking, but Alam is confident a
school in Pakistan linked electronically to classrooms in the United
States will work.

“When a child reaches out to another child, all the differences
seem to dissipate - the religion, the ethnicity, the background, the
language,” Alam said.

But Alam won’t be a child much longer. This Fall he entered Wesleyan
University to major in economics and pursue a certificate in
international relations. He plans to expand Enough’s membership to
the college level and perhaps even make a career of running Enough
as a nonprofit charitable organization.

Alam has a message to other teenagers with similar ambitions:
“The thing about running an organization is people see your
successes, but they don’t see your failures. You’re going to fail over
and over and over again, but you’ve got to keep on moving,” he said.
“With a little bit of luck, a little bit of hard work, you know you will get
that idea to blossom and turn into something great.”

“There’s no course you can take in high school to learn how to do
stuff like this; it really just comes from talking with others and
through experience,” he said.

Jane Morse is a staff writer at the U.S. Department of State’s Bureau of
International Information Programs.
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American Jazz

Fostering Mutual Understanding
and Shared Values in Pakistan

By Anthony Jones

With episodes of flooding, electricity blackouts, and violence,
many Karachiites have faced a tough year. For two consecutive nights in
Pakistan’s largest city, however, the soulful sounds of a saxophone, the
thumping strings of a double bass, and the beating of drums filled the
air and brought hundreds of Pakistanis to their feet in applause and
appreciation. The U.S. Consulate General in Karachi organized two
evening jazz concerts with the New York-based Ari Roland Jazz Quartet.
Ari Roland (creator and bassist), Chris Byars (tenor saxophonist), Zaid
Nasser (alto saxophonist), and Keith Balla (drummer) arrived ready to
share their glowing talents with eager Pakistani audiences.

The opening Ari Roland Jazz Quartet concert on Saturday,
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September 17 was held at the Consul General’s residence. In his
opening remarks, Acting Consul General Mr. Jason Kight highlighted
jazz's unique ability to foster mutual understanding and to reinforce
common values among different societies. Inmediately afterwards, the
Jazz Quartet performed a number of American jazz classics and even a
jazzed up rendition of Dil Dil Pakistan to over 150 cheering Pakistanis
and Americans.

After the Quartet’s performance, Ms. Saima Zakir - a rising talent, a
student at the National Academy of Performing Arts and a leading
female guitarist - joined the Ari Roland Jazz Quartet on stage and
performed American jazz songs with the group. The Hilary Group, a
local Pakistani jazz band, also performed next and drew loud cheers
from the audience. The final performance with Mr. Nafees Ahmad, one
of the best sitar players in South Asia, and Mr. Bashir Khan, an
acclaimed tabla playa, rounded out an electrifying evening.

The following night drew an even bigger crowd. More than 450
Pakistani students filled the Marriott ballroom to listen to the Quartet
perform with internationally acclaimed Pakistani rock band Fuzon.
Master of Ceremonies (MC) Saad Haroon, a local comedian who will
soon tour the U.S. on the CenterStage exchange program in 2012,
opened the performance. After riveting renditions by the Ari Roland
Jazz Quartet and Fuzon, the performers surprised the audience with
the debut of a piece called “Friendship is Life,” which the Quartet and
Fuzon had together written and practiced in the days leading up to the
performance. It was the highlight of an already spectacular night, and
the Quartet’s visit to Karachi was a wonderful way to help kick off their
Pakistan tour!

Participating in the U.S. Mission in Pakistan’s American Festival of
Arts, the Ari Roland Jazz Quartet traveled to Karachi, Lahore, and
Islamabad from September 15 - 28 performing for various audiences,
giving master classes at universities and collaborating with local
Pakistani musicians. To read more highlights of Ari Roland Jazz
Quartet’s trip to Karachi, please visit:
http://karachi.usconsulate.gov/cn-091911.html.

Anthony Jones is Cultural Affairs Officer at U.S. Consulate General, Karachi.
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By Kathryn McConnell

Washington - Members of Chicago’s Pakistani-American
community finally have gotten to taste again the type of mangoes
they grew up with. The occasion was a mango-tasting party at a
downtown Chicago hotel to celebrate the first U.S. imports of the fruit

from Pakistan.

Pakistan’s mangoes are among the sweetest in the world. After
helping Pakistan’s growers reach their highest level of exports ever in
2010, the United States is now importing the popular mangoes with
the first shipments reaching U.S. customers in July. At the July 30
event, hosted by the Pakistani Consulate in Chicago, mangoes showed
up in such treats as ice cream, tarts, chutney, cake and drinks.

As part of an ongoing, three-year infrastructure program, the
U.S. Agency for International Development (USAID) trained more
than 2,700 Pakistani mango farmers in pre- and post-harvest
practices, built three processing facilities - inaugurating a facility at
Zarpak Horticulture Products Farm in Multan on August 18 - and
helped Pakistani mango producers ship their fruit to importers in
Europe for the first time. By September 2011, USAID had equipped 15
farms in Pakistan with processing facilities. The Zarpak farm’s
productivity has increased 15 percent since the new processing
technology was installed, the U.S. Embassy in Islamabad said in a
press release August 18.

As the Pakistani mangoes enter the United States, they stop
briefly at food treatment facilities, where they pass under electric
laser beams and receive a specified dose of irradiation as part of
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routine practices for food imports. Irradiation, a safe and economical
alternative to other pest-control methods such as fumigation and cold
and heat treatments, eliminates harmful pests the fruit might carry,
said Donna West, a senior import specialist with the U.S. Department
of Agriculture’s Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service (APHIS).

Only commercially produced and shipped mangoes from
Pakistan are allowed into the United States, and APHIS requires that
shipment be certified by Pakistan’s
organization, which is standard procedure for fruit imports.

each plant protection

Demand for mangoes is growing around the world, and new
sources to satisfy U.S. customers are welcome, West said. The United
States is the largest importer of mangoes.

Producing more than 1.5 million tons of the fruit in 2010,
Pakistan’s mango growers, especially in Southern Punjab and
Northern Sindh, are set for more growth. “Everyone from growers to
people who work in packing houses to airline staff that transport the
fruit will benefit” from access to the U.S. market, West said.

Chicago is home to one of the largest concentrations of Pakistanis
in the United States, according to the Pakistan Consulate in Chicago.

Kathryn McConnell is a staff writer with the State Department's Bureau of
International Information Programs.
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By Kanza Javed

In April 2011, 25 students from all over Pakistan heard that we
had been selected as principal candidates for the 2011 Study of the
U.S. Institute for Pakistan Student Leaders on Comparative Public
Policy. This six week program is hosted by the University of
Massachusetts, Amherst.

Ambherst, a town in Hampshire County, Massachusetts is silent,
dreamy, and fascinating. The University of Massachusetts seems
surreal in the morning fog and dampness. While living in Amherst, we
learned how smiling at every passing stranger was a necessity and how
saying hello to every fellow bicyclist on the road was a need. We
Pakistani student leaders were complete strangers when we moved
into North C, our lavish university dorms, but as the month rolled by
we not only explored the campus, the town and what the civic
initiatives were all about, but we probed deeper into each other’s
personalities and discovered how different yet the same we all were.
Michael Hannahan, the Director of Civic Initiative, Ms. Samantha
Camera, Academic Director, and our mentors, Tim Shea, Christine
Sluter, Sarah Moffatt and Stephanie Montini, did all they could to make
us feel at home.

Early morning lectures in Campus Center were always enriching.
Lectures on leadership, identity, budgeting, and countless others
widened our horizons and gave us a better insight into how things are
similar and different in both countries. Home visits allowed us to
expand our knowledge about American lifestyles and culture. Eating a
scrumptious dinner with our second family not only gave us an
opportunity to interact but also permitted us to reshape the image
about Pakistan that has been painted by the media. The dining table
debates, the culture night with the host families, the Fourth of July
celebrations with the Iraqis (there on a similar program), and charade
nights with the mentors sharpened our interactive interpersonal skills.
The study tour was all about luggage count, hotel keys, travel guides,
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and historical tours. New York is fast, stlﬂlng and never asleep.
Gettysburg shares the remnants of the Civil War. Charlottesville
presents the life of Thomas Jefferson through Monticello, and
Washington D.C. has the most awe-inspiring free museums of any
capital in the world.

The twenty-four Pakistan Young Leaders gave presentations with
confidence and composure on August 4 at the State Department. The
road has been long and inspiring. We have seen places which we had
only “Googled”, we have met people about whom we had only heard,
and we have made friends which will last for an eternity.

Additional Information on the SUSI on Comparative

Public Policy for Pakistani Student Leaders Program:

This unique institute, an initiative of the U.S. Embassy Islamabad
and the U.S. State Department, brings Pakistani and American students
together to explore the political, economic, historical, institutional, and
cultural issues involved in providing security and services to their
citizens. The Pakistani and American students have the opportunity to
explore the broader themes of this topic through the narrower issue of
food production and distribution and its relationship to hunger.
Students examine case studies, conduct group research projects and
participate in community service activities. The students also study the
history and politics of their respective nations and use that knowledge
to prepare a joint project on local elections. Pakistani participants
continue their studies on a study tour in New York City, Boston,
Harrisburg, Pa., Charlottesville, Va., and Washington, D.C.

Kinza Javed is a 2011 alumna of the SUSI program.
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Martin Luther King Jr. Day:
A Time to Serve Others
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By Jane Morse

The Reverend Martin Luther King Jr., who is remembered in the United
States on the third Monday of January each year, is perhaps best known as
America’s chief spokesman for nonviolent activism as a result of his leadership
role in the U.S. civil rights movement.

Born on January 15, 1929, King, a Baptist minister, devoted his life to
ensuring equal rights for African Americans and all minorities who suffered
discrimination and marginalization in U.S. society. Between 1957 and 1968,
King traveled ceaselessly across the United States and, in some 2,500 public
appearances, spoke out against injustice. He suffered arrest, physical assaults
and personal abuse of all kinds, and his home was bombed. But he never gave
up his dream that “the sons of former slaves and the sons of former slave
owners will be able to sit down together at the table of brotherhood.”

King’s work caught the attention of the entire world, providing what he
called a “coalition of conscience,” which helped change American society and
create new U.S. laws protecting civil rights.

In 1964, King became the youngest person to receive the Nobel Peace Prize
for his work to end racial segregation and racial discrimination. He turned
over his prize money to further the objectives of the civil rights movement.

In addition to being a champion for the civil rights of minorities, King

advocated for the rights of workers. In a speech delivered in 1965, King said:
“The labor movement [in the United States] was the principal force that
transformed misery and despair into hope and progress. Out of its bold
struggles, economic and social reform gave birth to unemployment insurance,
old-age pensions, government relief for the destitute, and above all, new
wage levels that meant not mere survival, but a tolerable life.”
King believed that all labor has dignity and that economic justice was a critical
component of civil rights reform. In a 1968 speech, King asked: “What does it
profit a man to be able to eat at an integrated lunch counter if he doesn’t earn
enough money to buy a hamburger and a cup of coffee?”
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King died upholding his beliefs. On April 4, 1968, while standing on the
balcony of his motel room in Memphis, Tennessee, King was assassinated by
James Earl Ray, a white supremacist with a long criminal record. King had
been in Memphis to lead a protest march in sympathy with striking sanitation
workers of that city.
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A campaign to honor King began soon after his death. Workers’ unions
provided the financial and social capital to make observance of King’s
birthday a nationwide movement. In 1983, President Ronald Reagan signed
legislation into law making King’s birthday a federal holiday, but it wasn’t until
2000 that the holiday was officially observed in all 50 states for the first time.

arcﬁorLWas ington on August 28, 1963

In 1994, the U.S. Congress designated the King holiday as a national day
of service, calling on Americans from every walk of life to volunteer their time
and effort on that day to help realize King’s vision of a “beloved community.”

King once said: “Life’s most persistent and urgent question is ‘What are
you doing for others?’” Each year, Americans attempt to answer that question
by volunteering for activities such as fundraising for charities and collecting
and distributing food to the needy.

“We have an opportunity to make America a better nation,” King said on
the eve of his death. “I may not get there with you. But | want you to know
tonight that we, as a people, will get to the Promised Land.”

Jane Morse is a staff writer at the U.S. Department of State’s Bureau of International
Information Programs.
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Virtual Connectior: g
Pakigtaniand US. Hospitals .~ . ° "
Work Together to Train =t o U"”f/“m;w L
Doctors, Treat Patients LAt 3L
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U S Ambassador Cameron Munter highlighted U.S.-Pakistan Science and. Technology cooperation during his visit to Holy Family Hospital in Rawalpindi
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The Ambassador and his wife, Marilyn Wyatt, met with faculty
and students of the Rawalpindi Medical College at Holy Family
Hospital’s telemedicine facility, which has worked with U.S. hospitals
to train more than 100 doctors nationwide and remotely treat over
2,000 patients using cutting-edge technology.

During a tour of the hospital with Holy Family Hospital’s
Telemedicine E-Health Training Center Project Director Dr. Asif Zafar,
Ambassador Munter stated, “Holy Family’s partnership with American
hospitals is an example of the true spirit of our people, who work
together, across oceans, to improve access to healthcare in remote
areas of Pakistan and treat the sick.”

Ambassador Munter commended Dr. Asif Zafar and the Holy
Family team for their efforts to strengthen the health sector in
Pakistan and looked forward to more shared successes, which will
bring Pakistanis and Americans closer together.

Since 2003, The United States has provided over $16 million to
Pakistan-U.S. Science and Technology cooperation, supporting
innovative and useful projects to broaden relations between the

scientific and technological communities of the two countries.
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Visit the 50 States: AN

Missouri

Steam boats travel.the! Mississippi river. in. front of Saint Louis and the Gateway Arch_= AP Photo
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Visit the 50 States:

Missour

By Rebecca Danis

24 State - Missouri
Admission to Union: August 10, 1821
Capital: Jefferson City

Population: 5,988,927

State Motto: The Welfare of the People Shall Be the Supreme Law.

State Flag:
(3.4 W

State Bird: Bluebird
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Although I’'m currently living and working at the U.S. Embassy in
Islamabad, | will always consider myself a Missouri girl! My family
moved to St. Louis, a city in eastern Missouri, when | was seven years
old.

Missouri is often called the “Show-Me State” — because we have
a reputation for only believing what we see with our own eyes!
Beneath the skepticism, however, Missourians are trustworthy and
hospitable people. We love to have fun and take great pride in our
sports teams — particularly 2011’s baseball World Series Champions,
the St. Louis Cardinals. We have unique cuisine that is all our own,
including toasted ravioli, gooey butter cake, and concretes —ice cream
custard so thick you can tip the cup upside down without it falling out!
Walt Disney, writer Mark Twain and actor Brad Pitt all grew up in
Missouri. The state’s 1904 World’s Fair is credited with introducing a
number of novel foods to the world stage, including cotton candy, ice
cream cones, and Dr. Pepper. Missouri is also the birthplace of
ragtime, sometimes called the first distinctly American music.
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The weather in Missouri ranges from sweltering hot in the
summer to snowy and icy cold in the winter... but we also have a
beautiful flower-filled Spring and a gorgeous Fall with a rainbow of
leaves changing color. Many farmers still make their home in our

state, planting fields of corn, soybeans, and rice.

If you're a student interested in science, journalism, computers
or engineering, definitely consider applying to Missouri universities.
Washington Saint University  of
Missouri-Columbia, and the Missouri University of Science and
Technology all

University  of Louis,

offer top-notch educational opportunities for
dedicated undergraduates.

Early summer is a wonderful time to visit. Families flock to the
world-class St. Louis Zoo, Science Center, and Art Museum in
downtown Forest Park. In the evenings, many people take a picnic
and enjoy a free performance of Shakespeare outside under the stars.
Another must-see is the famous St. Louis Gateway Arch — called the
“Gateway to the West.” If you're not afraid of heights or small spaces,

2 3
The Kansas City.skyline at twilight
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you can even take a small elevator up to the very top of the arch,
where you can see beautiful views of the city, the Mississippi river,
and the surrounding countryside for miles and miles.

If you like country western music, then the city of Branson must
be high on your list of destinations! Known as the “live music capital
of the world,” it hosts big name music stars as well as an Old-West
themed amusement park, great shopping, and a fascinating network
of caves. Kansas City, famous for its barbecue and jazz, is another

great spot on the western edge of the state.

Often when people plan a vacation in the United States, they
think of New York or Florida or California... however, | can tell you
from experience: the Midwest has plenty to offer as well!

Rebecca Danis is a Public Diplomacy Officer at U.S. Embassy Islamabad.
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By Dana Jea

WHAT ARE THE MOST COMMON REASONS
APPLICANTS ARE SENT HOME BEFORE THEIR
NONIMMIGRANT VISA INTERVIEW?

Incomplete CEAC Form: All applicants are required to
review and fill out a DS-160 form before arriving at the U.S. Embassy
for their interview. If they fail to fill out any sections of the form like the
“Location and Preparer Information” section, they will be sent home
without being interviewed. If they have assistance filling out their form
but fail to review any section of the form like the “Security and
Background Information” section, they will also be sent home without
an interview. When applicants are turned away, they are required to
electronically reopen the DS-160 forms, revise any incomplete
information, and resubmit them to the U.S. Embassy before they are
permitted to return for an interview. The best way to avoid this
situation is for applicants to ensure that they review the questions in
the DS-160 forms carefully and provide all of the information
requested the first time! (TIP: Also, remember that it is possible to
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read the questions in Urdu by choosing this setting from the “Tooltip
Language” drop down menu on the DS-160.)

Touched-Up Photo: Al applicants are required to submit a
recent photograph; one taken not more than six months ago. This
photo should be only from the neck up, facing straight ahead, with a
white or off-white background. Despite this requirement, we often
see photos that have been “touched-up” to smooth out wrinkles,
lighten skin tone, and erase facial features such as moles and birth
marks-- submissions which, unfortunately, result in applicants being
sent home before their interviews. The best way to avoid this situation
is to submit a photo that adheres to the required specifications the
first time! Many Pakistani photographers automatically use computer
software to touch-up your photo—please ask them NOT to do this,
and provide you with a natural shot. Your photo should look like the
reflection you see in the mirror in good lighting. The required
The head of the
applicant including both face and hair must be shown with the ears

photograph measurements are 2 inches square.

exposed. For more detailed information on the correct proportions
visit www.travel.state.gov. Dark and tinted glasses are not acceptable;
medical exceptions are possible with a doctor’s prescription.
Computer-scanned photographs are also not permitted.

Damaged Fingers: Any applicants who have dry, cracked,
peeling, cut, or otherwise injured fingers may potentially be sent home
before their interviews because they are unable to provide quality
fingerprints. The best way to avoid this situation is to take care of
yourself (and especially your fingers) so that you can provide quality
fingerprints the first time! (TIP: To provide quality fingerprints: avoid
harsh cleaning products, wear gloves when it is cold outside, apply
lotion when your fingers are dry, cracked or peeling, and drink 8-10
glasses of water each day to help stay hydrated, especially during
summer months.)
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Letiers to
the Editor

I have received the summer 2011 issue of Khabr-o-Nazar
magazine for which | am very thankful to you. The articles titled “a
Commitment to Women”, “Pakistani Students Blast Off to Space Camp
in America", "Muslim-American Women Lead Community Projects for
Earth Day”, and “Visit The 50 States” were very informative and
impressive. | hope that the U.S. assistance for Pakistan would prove
very helpful in bringing the two nations further closer.
Israr-ur-Rehman, Mardan, KPK

The summer issue of the Khabr-o-Nazar was very interesting.
Especially, the articles, "Fun Facts About the Fourth of July", "Secretary
Clinton’s Message to Pakistan" and "Muslim-American Women Lead
Community Projects for Earth Day”, compelled me to read the entire
magazine in one sitting due to the interesting information and
appealing facts contained in them. | must congratulate the
Khabr-o-Nazar team for publishing quality contents in this magazine.

Sami Jamal, Karachi

| read the last issue of the Khabr-o-Nazar which contained a
variety of very informative and interesting articles. | found this
magazine a reliable source for students of international relations as
well the journalists to get information about the U.S.-Pakistan
relations. In fact, this prestigious magazine really added to my
knowledge and information about the United States. The journal
provides an in-depth analysis of the American culture and society. |
congratulate the entire Khabr-o-Nazar team for producing such a
valuable publication.

Imran Khan, Lower Dir, KPK

Thank you very much for regularly sending your prestigious
magazine, Khabr-o-Nazar, to the library of National Institute of
Management (NIM), Quetta. Indeed, this journal is very helpful for
getting firsthand knowledge of the American society and the
U.S.-Pakistan relations. The side-by-side publication of its contents in
English and Urdu
highly-educated as well the literate Pakistanis.

languages is very beneficial for both the

Muhammad Ramzan Awan, Quetta
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“We share a vision of a sovereign, self-sufficient and democratic Pakistan; a Pakistan at peace and trading with its neighbors and full of opportunities for
both men and women.” U.S. Secretary of State Hillary Clinton with Pakistani Foreign Minister Hina Rabbani Khar at Islamabad
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“Like” the Embassy’s Facebook Page and suggest it to your friends: www.facebook.com/pakistanusembassy 6"._,@}?’ KA



